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       PRESS RELEASE: KLM to make demonstration flight on bio-fuel 
 
 
 
AMSTELVEEN, 4 November 2009 – KLM Royal Dutch Airlines will be the first 
airline in the world to make a demonstration flight on bio-kerosene with a select 
group of passengers. This will also be the first ever flight in Europe on bio-
kerosene. On 23 November 2009, KLM will operate a flight using Boeing 747 
equipment. One of the aircraft engines will be running on a fuel mixture made up 
of 50% sustainable bio-fuel and 50% traditional kerosene.  
 
“This is an important step on the road to completely sustainable aviation,” said 
KLM President & CEO Peter Hartman. “KLM has joined forces with its partners to 
vigorously stimulate the further development of alternative fuels. In so doing, we 
need to rely on the input and support of all the relevant parties: the business 
community, government and society at large.’’  
 
Along with Air France, KLM has for many years led the airline industry in the field 
of sustainable development. For example, Air France-KLM this year topped the 
Dow Jones Sustainability Index for the fifth consecutive time. The Dutch wing of 
the Worldwide Fund for Nature (Wereld Natuurfonds – WNF) also voted KLM its 
Business Partner of the year for 2009.  
 
“In the decades ahead, the airline industry will be largely dependent on the 
availability of alternative fuels in its drive to lower CO2 emissions,” said KLM 
Managing Director Jan Ernst de Groot, who will present the plans on Wednesday 
afternoon at the 2009 National Innovation Relay at Valkenburg Airbase. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
KLM Media Relations at: +31(0)20-6494545 


